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was probably the most potent single factor in promoting the desire for constitutional and social change. Direct intimate contact with western Europe, shattered as it was by decades of war and revolution, brought to thousands of young Russians a clear realization that countries enjoying some degree of constitutional government offered their citizens advantages and opportunities that were not to be found in their own homeland. These seeds of liberalism fell on fertile ground: progressive ideas were expounded in the teaching of the more enlightened professors not only in the universities and in the lycee of Tsarskoe Selo but also, strange as this may seem, in the government-sponsored military academies where many officers received their training. There was an unprecedented demand for political literature, and the epigrams and verses of Pushkin (and also those of the less well known poets) ridiculing abuses and extolling the virtues of freedom were circulated in thousands of handwritten copies. Alexander complained that "Pushkin has flooded Russia with revolutionary poems: all young people know them by heart." However, since Russian history was still inadequately studied, liberalism often acquired a nationalistic tinge and strove to discover elements of popular government in the ancient institutions of the veche and zemskii sobor, or to glorify the attempt at imposing limitations on autocracy in 1730, when Anne of Courland mounted the Russian throne.
The policies of the imperial government after 1815 moved in a direction the very opposite of the one so ardently desired by the small minority of the educated class. Obscurantism, personified in the two irreconcilable enemies Golitsin and Arakcheev, found its expression in the ever expanding activities of the security police,11 the extravagance of censorship, the promotion of military colonies, the campaign against the universities, the triumph of mysticism and, later, of militant religious orthodoxy. The course of European events had a twofold effect upon the growth of Russian revolutionary ideas. On the one hand, the policies of the Holy Alliance, interpreted as a betrayal of the principles of liberty and national independence so often extolled by Alexander, cast discredit upon the government: intervention in Spain and Italy was as unpopular as was the abandonment of Greek
11 The army being suspected of disaffection, a special'branch of the security police in -the armed forces was inaugurated in 1821, first in the brigade of" the guards a'nd later in 'the Second Army quartered in the south of' Russia. It's' ajgejnts spied ori officer^ and men both on and off duty*